2 CARDINAL NUMBERS 

2.1 Numeral morphemes 

Moronene has two sets of numeral morphemes, shown in Table 1 . Members of 
the free set can function as free morphemes, for example in counting or as a one word 
answer to a question. They occur with the cardinal prefixes o- and ho- (with stative 
verb prefix me- occurring with asa 'one'). The bound set occurs without any prefix. 
Tliey are bound morphemes which must cliticize with a following word (although for 
orthographic reasons they are written separately), or else take derivational affixation. 
The bound set is generally more conservative phonologically, as can be seen by 
comparing them with the Proto-Malayo-Polynesian forms in Table 1. Note the 
consonant deletion in the free forms for 'four' and 'six' and the variation in the forms 
for 'eight'. 

There is no bound form for 'ten' which fiinctions as a numeral. Instead there is a 
number measure noun used in compound numbers from twenty to ninety. Similarly 
there are measure nouns for 'hundred', 'thousand' and 'ten thousand'. For 'million', 
the Indonesian term is used. 

I have included the interrogative form for 'how many' in Table 1 since it behaves 
like the other numerals throughout the various number derivations found in Moronene. 



Table 1 ; Numeral Morphemes 



Numeral 



Bound 



Free 



one 


asa 


me 'asa 


two 


rua 


orua 


three 


tolu 


otolu 


four 


pato 


opaa 


five 


lima 


olima 


six 


nomo 


onoo 


seven 


pitu 


opitu 


eight 


halu 


hoalu 


nine 


sio 


osio 


ten 




hopulu 


how many 


pia 


opia 


Measure nouns: 






ten 


pulu 




hundred 


etu 




thousand 


rewu/sowu 




ten thousand 


lasa 




million 


juta 




2.2 Counting 







Proto-Malayo-Polynesian 

*asa 

*duha 

*telu 

*hepat 

*lima 

*enem 

*pitu 

*walu 

*siwa 

*sapuluq 

*pija 

*puluq 
*Ratus 
*Ribu 



In counting, the free forms are used, except for 'one', which uses the so-called 
bound form asa. As can be seen in Table 2, for twenty to ninety, the bound form is 
combined with the number measure noun pulu 'ten'. The same thing happens for the 
hundreds and thousands (including one hundred and one thousand). There is dialectal 
variation in the term for 'thousand': the Rumbia subdialect uses rewu, the Poleang 
subdialect uses sowu. The term lasa 'myriad' is archaic. The question word for this 
series is opia 'how many'. 

Note that for 21, 101 or 1001 etc. the form me 'asa is usually used. For 'eleven', 
the prefix ka- is added: ka 'asa. The ka- prefix may be optionally added to the other 
numbers from twelve to nineteen. This represents more archaic speech found among 
old people. One can compare Moronene with Padoe, where the conjunctive kaa 'and' 
is used between the unit often and the numerals from one to nine (Karhunen 1994:37). 
In Moronene, ka is not found elsewhere with conjunctive meaning. 



Table 2: Counting in Moronene 



1 


asa 


30 


tolupulu 


2 


orua 


40 


patopulu 


3 


otolu 


50 


lima pulu 


4 


opaa 


60 


nomopulu 


5 


olima 


70 


pitu pulu 


6 


onoo 


80 


halupulu 


7 


opitu 


90 


siopulu 


8 


hoalu 


100 


asa etu 


9 


osio 


101 


asa etu me 'asa 


10 


hopulu 


102 


asa etu orua 


11 


hopulu ka 'asa 


300 


tolu etu 


12 


hopulu orua/ka 'orua 


400 


pato etu 


13 


hopulu otolu/ka 'otolu 


1000 


asa rewu/asa sown 


18 


hopulu hoalu/kahoalu 


1001 


asa rewu me 'asa/ 


20 


ruapulu 




asa sowu me 'asa 


21 


ruapulume'asa 


2000 


rua rewu/rua sowu 


22 


rua pulu orua 


10,000 


asa lasa 



There is an old-fashioned style of counting referred to as podoano miano 
mpen'ou 'counting of people previously'. In this style, once twenty is reached, 
compound forms are no longer used. Rather the person counting counts from one to 
ten and then notes that he or she has reached thirty or forty or whatever. Table 3 
shows an extract of such a count. 



Table 3 : Old-style Counting in Moronene 



Number 


Moronene 


Literal meaning 


19 


hopulu ka 'osio 


nineteen 


20 


rua pulumo 


twenty already 


21 


asa 


one 


22 


orua 


two 


23 


otolu 


three 


24 


opaa 


four 


25 


olima 


five 


26 


onoo 


six 


27 


opitu 


seven 


28 


hoalu 


eight 


29 


OSIO 


nine 


30 


hopulu 


ten 


30 


tolu pulumo 


thirty already 


31 


asa 


one 
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